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ABSTRACT

Background: Staphylococcus aureus is a common colonizer of the nasal vestibule and
is found in approximately 20%-30% of healthy adults, while Staphylococcus epidermidis
appears to be the most frequent colonizer in all regions of the upper respiratory tract. Esp, a
serine protease of S. epidermidis, was reported to inhibit S. aureus colonization. This study
was performed to examine the nasal colonization of S. aureus and S. epidermidis and the
presence of esp determinants.

Methods: Nasal swab specimens from 54 patients were cultured on blood agar plates (BAP)
and selective media for S. aureus (S. aureus 1D, bioMerieux, France) for the isolation of S.
aureus and S. epidermidis. After 48 hours of incubation of with BAP, three or four colonies
suspected of being coagulase-negative staphylococci (CNS) were identified by MALDI-TOF
MS (Bruker, Germany). Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) for esp was performed on all CNS
isolates identified as S. epidermidis.

Results: Forty-three S. epidermidis strains were isolated from 18 (33.3%) of the 54 patients.
Nine (50.0%) of the 18 patients carried S. aureus, while the other nine did not. Of the 36 S.
epidermidis non-carriers, 13 (36.1%) were colonized by S. aureus. All S. epidermidis strains
were confirmed by PCR to have esp determinants.

Conclusion: S. epidermidis colonization did not affect S. aureus colonization in the nasal
cavity. All S. epidermidis strains harbored the esp gene. We could not find any differences
in the nasal colonization rates of S. aureus according to the presence of esp-positive S.
epidermidis. Further research on the characterization of S. epidermidis in Korea is needed to
understand the association between S. epidermidis and S. aureus colonization.
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INTRODUCTION

Staphylococcus aureus+ AFeFe] BIZFUlol 2 Z=slshH, 20-30%2] A2 Bl Uoll S. aureus
£ 2Rkl kv Uoll 8. aurcus S Ht o AL A = S, aureusol] 213 71274 2] 91
o] Z7lstH, ti 2= /S BIRS AR S Po7)7] e Bl 1,2]. B3 SHAF AL S,
aureus Bt AHS ZARSIo] X &6 ElH 29 A9 9S24 okl A )
[3-5]. ¥HFA 0 2 Algto] )7 alol| = v 24| Bt Sl
/3 59 of2] A7t 285k R AR s QA R e 2 5 BRI AE
o] kogttH6]. Y+ Staphylococcus wE-2 THEF2F TEIA, teichoic acid, AlZ£2] DNA 52| £
A2 o] iR YEHS FASHHA QIA| Wof7 |- olut A, AZA = RE 2P S Heshe
717d0] A 7).

Staphylococcus epidermidis= 2 52} B 7oA Z2hE o] F+=1|, serine protease®] Y
Q1 EspE AY/d5h=S. epidermidisi= S. aureus] AY=9t A/d-& A5 S. aureus”} HIZF U ol 78
She 1S Aok B e ITH8 9], Espe A= /ol =4 H extracellular adherence protein,
extracellular matrix protein-binding protein, fibronectin-binding protein A 2! protein A 5 42| Bl A &5
ol 4 AL B Z[9], EspE AB/doh= S. epidermidis®] E/8= 0185191 S. aureus Ht-Z 2
x| 5ol ARg-5H = Al =7} T

N 0

2L of

7122} oA A2 F3l Esp A/ S. epidermidis7} . aureus®] B]7JUH 2 F/d& Attt
LA o, FUollA= S. epidermidis 4/g w501l thet esp H-f- of Fofl thgh Ha17} itk of

=
A= Y LRAE O 2 S, aureus@t S. epidermidis2] B3 B-7- o2& ZAFSHAL S, aureus 2.
T+ A2t esp Y3 S. epidermidis 2] /- Lot 1A} AlY 5Tt

MATERIALS AND METHODS

L. Che 3L A

2014 7ol 9L7HA] A&e] gt T Aol YTt 547 9] EhRte] Bl =T ZA|E blood
agar plate (BAP)2+ AT BJZ] Q1 S, aureus ID (SAID; bioMerieux, Marcy-I Etoile, France)°l] 35
35°C, 27173 Bl =730l A 48417 v ST S. aureus ARHHIA| YA S, aureus = ©] 4=
2 32 A ElsEe 3L, BAPOI|A] coagulase-negative staphylococci@ 2] 41 E= S1A o X2} 34
7}E- Adefsto] BAPOI| AltHul et & matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization time-of-flight mass
spectrometry (MALDI-TOF MS; Bruker, Bremen, Germany) 2 57435109 S. epidermidis Q14| 2?15+t
H]7ge]ollA 22|E S. epidermidis 772 esp A} o5 2AKSH] 9l 5L 717 THE Ak
GHol| A F2] % S. epidermidis 19 771 F7FH2 AFH/FHKD-2015-01)0 Z2FSHI.
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2. Staphylococcus epidermidis esp PCR

S. epidermidis esp (serine protease) polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-2 7|5 E 119} ZHo| A]
Y51 TH8]. DNA F£Z-2 HiYield Genomic DNA Mini kit (RBC, New Taipei City, Taiwan)
£ AR89 AL, PCR primer= Esp F (TTTGGAGGTTATCATATGAAAAAGAG)2t Esp R
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(CTGAATATTTATATCAGGTATATTGTTTC)—‘ /\]'—Q—O]'O:] So]gent Taq polymerase kit (Solgent, Daej con,
Korea) 2 95°C, 45 HES- 595°C, 302, 48°C, 302, 72°C, 40 2710 2 303] HkEa}1, 72°C, 457+ ak
-S5F ST}, 2% agarose gel 2 %171 %95 & 854 bp2] PCRAFES- Q1513

3.8 =4

S. epidermidis B2} S, aureus Bvt AFE 2 chi-square testS Sigma plot software 13.0 (Systat Software,
Ekrath, Germany).2 = A|3Y5}A T},

RESULTS
AR 5478 2 187(33.3%)°1A] S. epidermidis”} 7AZEI QAT S. aurcus= 5478 2 22H(40.7%)
of| A AZEUTh S. epidermidis EA} 18741 97 (50.0%)011 A1 S. aureus”} BIYFE] .01, S,
epidermidis B] 22} 365 5 1375(36.1%)°1A1 S. aureus”} BN Y= R THTable 1). S. epidermidis 2w
of| Wh2 S, aureus H1AFS] Zfol= EA|A 0 2 §-0|5}A] L}THP=0.493). S. epidermidis 75— 5.
T esp FAAZH A EE 01 A esp F-AF Eofof| whE Zpol = kel 4= giich
S. epidermidis w501l tht esp PCR A3, S. epidermidis7} B] 7ol A £ H 18Fol| A & FF2
251510 Z437H S. epidermidis TF-5 05 A=, BB 750X esp PCR /2 E QUL H
W E 95| th2 2kxte] PHoj| A B2 E S, epidermidis 19 #3004 = 25 esp PCR YAS BT

Table 1. Nasal colonization of Staphylococcus aureus and Staphylococcus epidermidis for its presence of esp gene (n=>54)

S. aureus colonization

Giroups Cartier (1= 22) Non-carrier (n=32)
S. epidermidis colonization ~Carrier (n= 18) 9 9
Non-carrier (n=236) 13 23
esp-positive S. epidermidis  Carrier (n = 18) 9 9
colonization Non-carrier (n = 36) 13 23

"All the S. epidermidis isolates showed esp gene positivity by polymerase chain reaction (PCR).

DISCUSSION

S. aureus2} S. epidermidis= 7oA &3] B&] &= w50l ™, S. aureus Bt AF= S, aureus©l] 2
3t 713] A o] Yol =2 A0 = AeA Qlt}. S. epidermidis= YA Holl S35 AN+ T2
SHE ZHEE] A 7H o] S5k YQlo|tt. S, epidermidis= H Y/ 0] et 5/ Q1A A9 ¢
o, Q1A w3 Alat-Zoll Al EI'E et} w32 o] FHA] Aefaketti10]. o o] 2.9l tis)
A Al =5 Ml < Hh-5-o] Etsto] mielobr] 2] ARt e nidES o
H¥EE AAeh= ol 01:117} I8YZo|H, Z|Zolli= Bk HIZY S, epidermidis7F HY RS
R3O ZM influenza virus©l] T3t Ffol2] A Gk HQITh= AEE Aokl QITH11].

S. epidermidis®] serine protease®] Esp=S. aureus A== Eallok= E/J0] 8101, S. aureus] Ay
=5 A= AR 7Hs s A7 UATHB). = S. aureus®] = B2 AAISke EF-S.
epidermidis'= 1730l A S. aureus S 221517 oA SHEZ, o|2]et #F2] B-fAR= S. aureus®]
H|7Z B-g0] YO EspE S, aureus?] Hat A} Alatol| ARESIIL Uol7bA 2| 2ol 288 71573
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o] AL gtet. SRR FU 2] /e S. epidermidis w5+2] esp -FAAN] tgF AR 719] G

ot ATtol| A= ke vt AAollA] S. aurcus®} S. epzdemndzs§ HjFstod, Zh #3ke] Bt
S FA1E TSkl S, epidermidis TFONA esp FARE RS RAFSHITE SHAIRE, 8.
epidermidis T R0 A esp A /3= R Aol A 22| o2 S. epidermidis 75
X BT ep S HA _Eiesp A= TR Eo] FZo|| A B35} 9l Zlog 2Ag
c}. whebA], S. epidermidis 2] esp 772} S. aureus 2] B3 2ke] A S F7g5H7]= ©f
2I9C} 35 Aol A= Y919 S, epidermidis®] FE EAS 7hoksiok 3 710 2 Ajztait o
Tk o] Aol M= esp FAIAL R-F-5 ZAFoto] Esp A8/d % 2 serine protease®] B/ & 573 A2
oflE & A&l H|ul= o2 &A7F Ut

HZ ol = o3t nldEo] #E-2 o] FL 2B E[1,6,12], AF A4S 7H shte] Al
wol| 23} o2 Alete] #HESE Ao

o] FF=

o1& 4= AUt} S. aureus”} vl Ulol HI3}s}
£ 73% o A2 YT \:—‘C— o), Ml QRIS 2= S. epidermidis, Streptococcus pneumoniae,
Corynebacterium spp. ‘5] 1L, QUA|S] -§-4174 Q1.0 2= 114, Toll-like receptor 5-°] 121, <]

5H4] Q910 2= TLR2U antimicrobial peptide, o121 FA| 50] 31, AT, A, A 5= ¥=do]
TH2]. whpAl, o Aol A Tl wE0] T fAF AT 2= A S Bo]7] o]
& 4=tk

Esp@} S. aureus ol 0]2|= G2 A Bl =20l S. aureus 222 AL 4= U=
S. epidermidis”+ ZA| S. epidermidis2] 51.2% 28], ©] #F52] esp FAL -5 AHAGHA| =
AT oHH, l-=9fo|of et AW S tid & o Ao A= S, aureus®] BIFFU E-F-2}S.
epidermidis®] 7§ =1t A5 Atolofl= Aol I1CH, S. epidermidis BIY g4 °] S. aureus®]
et 0'111]0]*— 72| oM % S, aureus B2 Qﬁﬂﬁa AATHL 5HH[12], ©] & Alo]
o] BAIE S YoM thdst A4 A7 o Ao g Helt) &3 2019 0f| Bl =of]
A B *J*@O} At Ao = v S, epidermidis?] EA= S, aureus?] Jo}S 2= a1}
7} oL, Esp 0] 9] 9] THE 7171& 71A] = protease” | A& A Q&= FAETHAL SFRITH13].

S. aureus 2] H|7+ IS AAoPH, 2Ake] W1 S. aureus S Y 4 U= A2 7|0
S}l QlO, S, epidermidis2] Esp7t S. aureus] 355} P32 AT = ok L] QloLy,
H

(o]
e}
N
e
Fl

Esp2] TS, aureus®] A=2F A A|o]] theh 2174101 F7k2 g5, S. epidermidis 2]
329 2 A= gFolie 5] vl S0l 8. aureus /d7-a AAISHA] AR AAEHR A
SHeal sh, Esp AT s A FEFsIThal Ao A Th14]. whebA, BIZUiollA S, epidermidis
9 S. aureus Hat Aol hsliA= 714 <l 7 dedh 2oz Held,

o Aol M= A LgA] HIZol| A S. aureus®t S. epidermidis®] 2t o175 ZAFSIAL HZ U

esp F/391 S, epidermidis2} S. aureus2] A¥HdS- At H 112} 519 et 1 AL thE S, epidermidis
Eesp T2 BN O, S, epidermidis] esp -7 o= S. aureus2] H|7} HEoll= FFS v|x|A]
Foh= 702 Helrt,
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0}

B 73: Staphylococcus aureus= 7173 12] 20%-30%2] H] 7ol Al &) &= /g AF-0| ™, Staphylococcus
epidermidis= /g S57] of2] ZLollA 71 &3] 2] == Altoltt. S. epidermidis Ol $1+= serine
protease®] UE2] Esp=S. aureus@t 7344 0 2 285101 S, aureus?] & 3Hg ATt de A
At o] A= 7 S. aureus?t S. epidermidisS- Bi5H S. epidermidis 2] 712}st, o] 7329] esp
R HG- o 52} S, aureus H 7 Fl2atele] ltol| sl Yol 1A} 6k3int

e 5475 2 EAtol| A 34 B T A E FHeh vl 2|2 S, aureus ID AT B ] (bioMerieux,
France)°ll B3It & lohd i 2|+= 48417t B F5}0] coagulase-negative staphylococci® 2] A1 =]
= 22 347115 MEisto] MALDI-TOF MS (Bruker, Germany) = 722 2H151Q1T}. S. epidermidis
2 Z01H 7= PCRE esp FAIAE ZAASFSI LT

Z3}: S, epidermidisi= 187 2] FAFZEE] 43 F27F 22| =] 1A, 185 5 98(50%)2 S. aurcus S K.
TSkl ARNTE. S. epidermidis Bl E A} 3678 FOA= 1378(36.1%)°1A1 S. aureus”} 22| = ATt S.
epidermidis %= w50l A esp A A EE STk

ZE: AT AT HIZU S, epidermidis®] HZEL7} S, aureus Hatoll Plx)= G AL
epidermidis”F espE 7FA| 1L QOB & esp FAFS] -5} HIZU S, aureus & 8he A
20z Helnk vy et 17gollA] S, aureus@} S. epidermidis?] /@280 tsi4
Al A7t ded Ao g Helr,
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