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A Case of Septicemia Caused by Yersinia pseudotuberculosis

Kyong-Ah Yun, M.D., Mi-Na Kim, M.D., Chik Hyun Pai, M.D., and Han Joo Lee*, M.D.

Departments of Clinical Pathology and Internal Medicine*,
University of Ulsan, College of Medicine and Asan Medical Center, Seoul

Yersinia pseudotuberculosis is a relatively infrequent cause of human infections, mostly as
intestinal yersinosis. A septicemic form of Y. pseudotuberculosis infection has been reported only
rarely. It is usually seen in patients with underlying disorders such as diabetes, hepatic cirrhosis or
iron overload. A 63-year-old man with diabetes mellitus and liver fibrosis was admitted to Asan
Medical Center via emergency department because of epigastric pain, fever and watery diarrhea; he
was septic. The stool culture did not grow Salmonella, Shigella, or Yersinia. But, in the blood culture
Y. pseudotuberculosis grew from one anaerobic vial among two sets of aerobic and anaerobic blood
cultures. Serotype of Y. pseudotuberculosis strain was could not be determined because it was a
rough type. The isolate was positive in the autoagglutination test and polymerase chain reaction for
the virF gene. The serum levels of iron, TIBC and ferritin were within normal range. The patient
received ceftriaxone therapy for 3 days and was discharged with a clinical improvement.

(Korean J Clin Microbiol 2001;4:68-71)
Key words : Y. pseudotuberculosis, sepsis, virF

M =
Yersinia pseudotuberculosisx= #4732} 2] Yersinia
= Y. enterocolitica, Y. pestis®} 37| A}eho]
1= #F9 stuoltt. AtgolA 71 &
Fdola, dzxAd sldo] oA &
wals A7 Bk 9, .
a7t S7hE 1A A S 7] St
f-4ksl=d), Y. pseudotuberculosis
Gl Aol ® X Eo] 5% =
E@Fe dFE ERIvHI] IulolA = 1980
. pseudotuberculosis o] 23+ HdF2] FdH
AR =T FEA A EE FYPSolr EFstn

= T

e Jpy

4 oox |

< o

[e)

o
O
o

jufed
tlo
offt

3l

it

2o\ 2 rlo
e
¢}

i B
M £ of
(¢ mgﬂ

olX

o

:“.:—lo:ﬁd
v kl(})f dr

<

Mol 2 2 |n0 =l

Ly
a

N
S
£

ey
(138-736)9 £ 584 $317 9% 3881
Tel : 02) 2224-4511  Fax: 02) 478-0884

68

ClelE AT B Aol folA
A9l A% g BYGRS. AREE AL
3} 2 Afazel FEE B

gt

&

[¢]

sk upolth.

o o
%

18
rlo



Yersinia pseudotuberculosisol| 2|5t TEHZE 13|

! -".\ /- ¥
- - 2
For “ -
- I —
i ) \ =
\ G .
! e \
] 3 L]
| T |- -
ﬁ ¢ r" ]
”,
WD »
- [
| - .
. ~
.S
L5 7 [y -
i [ 1 -
1 7
' B
2

Fig. 1. Microscopic fmdmg of Y. pseudotuberculosis

showing short, plump gram-negative rods. (Gram stain, X
1,000).

Fig. 2. Typical small, round, deep-pink colored colonies of
Y. pseudotuberculosis after the 48 hr incubation on CIN
agar plate at 35C.
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