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A Case of Malassezia furfur Fungemia Associated with Central \Venous
Catheter Receiving Lipid Supplementation
Namhee Ryoo, Jung Sook Ha, Dong Seok Jeon, Jae Ryong Kim
Department of Laboratory Medicine, Keimyung University School of Medicine, Daegu, Korea

Although Malassezia furfur is normal skin flora causing superficial skin diseases, cases of fungemia
have been reported recently in premature newborns or immunocompromised patients related to
prolonged central venous catheterization for lipid supplementation.

We report a case of M. furfur fungemia in a premature infant receiving intravenous lipid
supplementation through central venous circulation. She was treated only with antifungal agents
without removal of the catheter or discontinuation of lipid supplementation. Soon after, symptoms
and signs of the patient seemed to be improved. However, central venous catheter was removed
because of recurrent septicemia of Staphylococcus aureus and the culture of central venous catheter
tip showed colonization of M. furfur.

(Korean J Clin Microbiol 2002;5:147-150)
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Fig. 1. Smear of Culture-positive blood specimen showing
bottle-shaped budding yeast cells (Gram stain, X 1,000).
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Fig. 2. Colonies of Malassezia furfur on blood agar plate (BAP) without any additives incubated at room temperature for one
day (A) whereas colonies of M. furfur on BAP incubated with sterile olive-oil at 35C for one day (B).
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