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Identification of Streptococcus viridans group Isolated
from the Blood of Patients

Jongyoun Yi, Byoung-Wook Song, -Kyu Lee, Kyu-Sub Han,Myoung-Hee Park, and Eui-Chong Kim

Department of Laboratory Medicine, Seoul National University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Background: Streptococcus viridans group (SVG) is the normal flora of the upper respiratory
tract, skin and genitourinary tract, and is the major causative agent isolated in 30-40% of bacterial
endocarditis patients. However, SVG has not been properly identified to the species level for lack of
diagnostic system which enables the accurate identification of SVG. Poyart et al. have recently
described the identification of SVG to the species level by DNA sequencing of superoxide
dismutase gene (sodA,,). Using this method, we report here the identification of SVG isolated from
the patients in Seoul National University Hospital within recent 2 years.

Methods: According to the method by Poyart et al., a set of two oligonucleotides, D1 (5 -CCI TAY
ICI TAY GAY GCI YTI GAR CC-3") and D2 (5 -ARR TAR TAI GCR TGY TCC CAIl ACR TC-3") were
used as PCR primers, and PCR products of 480-bp size were obtained. The PCR products purified
by MicroSpin S-400 HR Column were sequenced using ABI-PRISM 3700 Sequence Analyzer. D1
and D2 were used as sequencing primers. The clinical isolates were respectively identified as the
species showing the greatest sequence homology which was demonstrated by the BLAST program
provided by NCBI(USA).

Results: Clinical strains isolated from 26 patients who had shown two or more positive blood
cultures were analyzed by DNA sequencing of superoxide dismutase gene, which showed 6 strains
of S. salivarius, five S. oralis, four S. sanguis, three S. pasteuri, three S. equisimilis, two S. gordonii, one S.
constellatus, one S. luteciae, and one S. mitis. S. salivarius and S. sanguis were clearly discriminated,
while S. equisimilis and S. pyogenes were not. Species identification results by conventional method
seldom corresponded to those by DNA sequencing. Among 7 patients suspected to have bacterial
endocarditis, S. sanguis were isolated in 4 patients, and S. gordonii, S. oralis, S. pasteuri in one,
respectively. Among 17 patients with liver cirrhosis or cancer, S. salivarius were isolated in 6
patients, and S. oralis in four.
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Conclusions: In this study, we could identify the species of SVG isolated from the patients with
bacteremia; S. sanguis were frequently isolated from patients with bacterial endocarditis, while S.
salivarius from ones with malignancy. These results imply that a different group of underlying
diseases could show correspondingly different group of SVG species which cause bacteremia, and
we suggest that further pathophysiological study on the correlations between underlying disease
and the species of SVG be performed. (Korean J Clin Microbiol 2003;6(1):12-17)

Key word: Streptococcus viridans, Bacteremia, Superoxide dismutase, Sequence analysis
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B AFoM = vet g8 S dod)= 757 S. pneu-
moniaeZ A| &3t A F7L SVGE A sttt &, H
BH8-d A7 T Group &) 4 23 EH & vhetst
7] 9138t o] #F5 & Aol EFstS Tt 20004 F-E
20013 7b#] 2d7F et gu Y ghxte] Pooa B
2]® ZE SVGE 10% skim millel] Z0] -60C 2424
TaLo] Bttt Sk W 2] & ZAESe] 23] o] 4 &
2] € SVGE gt of v et vh3 8 Fde &
Zeti, catalasglAbel QA F5 A Akl SVG
= A gl

DNA 5% & Cartwright 5:¢] % & th2: W7 sfe] o
g3} 2ol AN GGTH3] BAFAMA A FH T EH

=}
2+S- TEN buffer (50 mM Tris-HCI, 100 mM NaCl, 1 mM

EDTA, pH 8.0¥]] 9] 2.0 McFarland Standafd %< t}
o, 17 1lms 93 F ASds FRlste] v,
lysozyme 5 mg] £°] 21+ TEN buffer 0.5 mL=- 7}38t 1
votexz E3+etgth. 37C x4 3027 F e, 10%
SDSE 0.2 mL7}38le] A 2527} 3% 5 =2 3 t}-g 37
T FZA 30%3 F3t}. Phenol/chloroform/isoa-

mylalcohol 0.7 mES- 7}3} 11, 15% 7t vortexgl o2 357+
A& AE 0.5 mLS A} microtubed] &4 i,
2}7}-$- 100% ethanol 1 m& 7}3F th-g -20°C o] 2417t ©]
& FAT 4T 4] 12,000 X g2 5% A4l st A, A E
S &9lslo W@ t}S SpeedVac (Savam) A 2027F &
Alete] AALS A xA17) 2, TE buffer (10 mM Tris-HCI, 1
mM EDTA, pH 8.0) 5L & =] 4] PCRe] DNA template
2 AHESEA

Poyarts<] "W o whaH2], PCRE $) &t primer2 = D1
(5 -CCI TAY ICI TAY GAY GCI YTI GAR CC-3 )3} D2
(5 -ARR TAR TAI GCR TGY TCC CAI ACR TC-3)< A}
23191 2w, 94 oA 45%, 50C 9| A 45%, 72C ol A] 45
%9] PCR cycle 353] uli3lo], 480-bp=7] 2] PCR Ak
£S5 dglt}. MicroSpin S-400 HR Columa 2 &4 823
3 PCR4H=S- ABI-PRISM 3700 Sequence analyZero]
g3l rINL S BAGAT AL RAE AP
primer2 = D13} D25 AM-8-3F3 0. 1] = NCBIol| A A&
Sh= BLAST =29 o Jgide] 7 =& A71A
g Fobd F9 L B89

2 o

g A ulf ol A H Al 23] o] A wto] e E A} 5 26
W o] 73] tsle] superoxide dismutas§ =} & 7] A
g& A3k A7 S. salivarius 65, S. oralis 5z, S. sanguis
43, S, pasteuri 355, S. equisimilis 35, S. gordonii 252} 1
2] 2L S. constellatus, S. luteciae, S. mitis7} z}z} 138 o &2
AT 24 7] e NESo e 8=
Table ¥l ¥ A]3}5th. Superoxide dismutasgd =} 47
Ao AL o] &3}, S. salivariuse} S. sanguis= ™3
314 7 E o, S. equisimilis= S. pyogenese} 7+
st7] ojel Atk A5 A HHo R YT AHRELS A
ZINE BEAA A2 7 Ao dAHA st
(Table 2). 2] € wFol wtet A5 A S Table 3
of FASIATH Al AWt o] oAl E = 78 & 473
ol A S. sanguis”7} £ = 211, S. gordonii, S. oralis, S.
pasteurizt zkz} g oA Eel =tk 1t S £33
v obslz) 179 = 69 o)l A S. salivarius7F 2] 5 %l 1,
47 o) A S. oralis7} £ & At}
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Table 1. Identification of Streptococcus viridans group by sequencing of the gene encoding the manganese-dependent supe

xide dismutase

LB, oy

I

L Uel

OB

No. of
Strain No. 1st 2nd 3rd bases for the
homology search
SVI-1 S. gordonii (99%) S. sanguis (86%) S. mitis (84%) 425
SVI-2 S. mitis (96%) S. pneumoniae (94%) S. peroris (94%) 352
SVI-3 S. oralis (99%) S. mitis (95%) S. pneumoniae (94%) 454
SVI-4 S. salivarius (100%) S. thermophilus (90%) S. vestibularis (90%) 425
SVI-5 S. sanguis (96%) S. gordinii (87%) S. constellatus (83%) 450
SVI-6 S. oralis (96%) S. mitis (93%) S. pneumoniae (92%) 456
SVI-7 S. sanguis (97%) S. gordinii (88%) S. parasanguis (83%) 428
SVI-8 S. sanguis (96%) S. gordonii (87%) S. parasanguis (84%) 402
SVI-10 S. salivarius (100%) S. thermophilus (90%) S. vestibularis (90%) 363
SVI-11 S. luteciae (100%) S. equinus (89%) S. bovis (89%) 375
SVI-12 S. equisimilis (99%) S. pyogenes (99%) S. canis (92%) 424
SVI-13 S. salivarius (99%) S. thermophilus (90%) S. vestibularis (90%) 412
SVI-14 S. pasteuri (100%) S. gallolyticus (96%) S. caprinus (96%) 406
SVI-15 S. constellatus (98%) S. anginosus (96%) S. intermedius (83%) 427
SVI-17 S. salivarius (99%) S. vestibularis (90%) S. thermophilus (90%) 392
SVI-18 S. equisimilis (99%) S. pyogenes (99%) S. canis (92%) 406
SVI-19 S. oralis (95%) S. mitis (94%) S. pneumoniae (93%) 378
SVI-20 S. salivarius (99%) S. thermophilus (91%) S. vestibularis (91%) 429
SVI-21 S. gordonii (99%) S. sanguis (87%) S. cristatus (87%) 370
SVI-22 S. pasteuri (100%) S. gallolyticus (96%) S. caprinus (96%) 434
SVI-24 S. pasteuri (100%) S. gallolyticus (96%) S. caprinus (96%) 372
SVI-25 S. sanguis (99%) S. gordonii (87%) S. constellatus (84%) 359
SVI-26 S. salivarius (99%) S. thermophilus (91%) S. vestibularis (90%) 375
SVI-27 S. equisimilis (99%) S. pyogenes (99%) S. canis (92%) 371
SVI-28 S. oralis (96%) S. mitis (93%) S. pneumoniae (92%) 401
SVI-29 S. oralis (100%) S. mitis (95%) S. pneumoniae (93%) 360

*percentages of parentheses are those of homology obtained from BLAST search.

A3 2 catalases A, 13 U+A A, dwtk S. agalactiae, S. equi, S. dysgalactiae, Group G streptococci,
A o2 FANsH )R] | A A =2] 3 W E}-& S. uberis, S. parauberis, S. iniae, S. canis, S. porcinus, S.
& doJ) = #=3 S. pneumoniaeS % A intestinalis, S. phocae S-©] o] L Eol 3t} Group IE=
TS AEEA o g 43877} -gx] o, o “S. bovis” groupe. 2 A] S. bovis, S. equinus, S. alactolyticus
BH A o thele] Aol a, HYA O]Ur TEAo] 7} 2l k. Group llIE= “S. mitis” grou
ALl ¢l7] W&o AAAE= @z‘rq_} TEHo] A & gordonii, S. pneumoniae, S. oralis, S. sanguis, S.
A=A 3 Atk whepa] dRkA o 2 Xk Abo] gt parasanguis7} o] L&l &

e Wegd S dog)= #23 S. pneumoniae S A ¢ groupe. 2 S. mutans, S. sobrinus, S. cricetus, S. macacae, S.
gl A 4| - S Streptococcus viridans group (SV&):. 11 tattus, S. downeii, S. ferus7} 3l t}.
3l )t} Viteke] U} Microscanse] A3t 47|71 = salivarius” groupe & 4] S. salivarius, S. thermophilus, S.

PR A EU-?A AN = 77 A BH o] & 7S
7171 A 57&?01 A
9l t}. Konemans

I 2 Eashy,

2 XH33n

2 rRNA?] 9 7] A

75 SVG

Heto] AHFHE I o] 27 TS 2FoR ¥

T3t SATHA]. Group K>

pyogenic group® 2 A{ S. pyogenes,

pe & S. mitis, S.

gkt}. Group V= “S. mutans”

Group V&= “S.

vestibularis7} ¢lt}. Group VE= “S. milleri” group®. & S.
anginosus, S. constellatus, S. intermedius7} 1 t}. Group VI

B2 = 718 2 F 2 & 4] S. acidominimus, S. suis, S.
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Table 2. Comparison of identification results between sequnce analysis and conventional method

Strain No. Sequence analysis Conventional method or VITEK GPI
SVI-1 S. gordonii S. viridans
SVI-2 S. mitis S. viridans
SVI-3 S. oralis S. mitis
SVI-4 S. salivarius S. viridans
SVI-5 S. sanguis S. viridans
SVI-6 S. oralis S. viridans
SVI-7 S. sanguis S. uberis
SVI-8 S. sanguis S. viridans
SVI-10 S. salivarius S. salivarius
SVI-11 S. luteciae S. viridans
SVI-12 S. equisimilis Group G beta-haemolytic streptococci
SVI-13 S. salivarius “Streptococcus, group D (non-enterococcal)
SVI-14 S. pasteuri S. bovis-variant
SVI-15 S. constellatus “Streptococcus, group D (non-enterococcal)
SVI-17 S. salivarius S. viridans
SVI-18 S. equisimilis Group G beta-haemolytic streptococci
SVI-19 S. oralis S. viridans
SVI-20 S. salivarius S. viridans
SVI-21 S. gordonii S. viridans
SVI-22 S. pasteuri S. bovis-variant
SVI-24 S. pasteuri S. equinus
SVI-25 S. sanguis S. uberis
SVI-26 S. salivarius S. viridans
SVI-27 S. equisimilis Group G beta-haemolytic streptococci
SVI-28 S. oralis S. viridans
SVI-29 S. oralis S. mitis

pleomorphus 5-©] Sl t}.
a8, 19973 2670 9] #F o2 A" SVGE A 5

78 2] <+, Mutans group, Salivarius group, Anginosus group,

Sanguinis group, Mitis group 2 tHA] EF3FA 5] S.
sanguinusE S. sanguis & % 2-2] ¢, o} FA Al AUl
T Skl A 7H Eo] EelEh obgA A A
el & 9 0 7] = SVGRE #4714 S. sanguis, S. oralis,
S. gordonii, S. mitis, S. mutans$} S. salivarius7} 2 €121
olgta LA th SVGe o 3 AUl A Ak
$ho] Sl= Ao A 7FE E351H, o] TEo] FAWe &
Astek7t F2W AR 7 YA, X 32 Fo] 9lo
S ot A7) Fo] At e SVG
3 = 9] 9|8 91 x} 2= cytosine arabinosidd 7
FES T Fof kAL, T A Yol
2 2w gz gAY, BE 5k A
A & ASoltt o] AL P F Eo
2 Q8] Aol AR FFE Ao LA sle
, S. oralis, S. mitis, S. salivarius S-o| &3] £z] = t}.
u]=+2] CDCo A+ S. intermedius, S. constellatus<} S.
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anginosusZ “S. milleri” groupel] E 37 th. 1987
Coykendall 52 DNA hybridizatiomd AFS &3} “S.
milleri” groupe] shute] € #F A4S SHtaL S
anginosusgtil W AL FASATH6]. 1 5 1991
Whileys} Beighton> 2@ 3 2} fd3t2<Q A55 F7}
gt ThA] Al 7Rl ++(S. intermedius, S. constellatus, S.
anginosus) 2. 2 YFAt}[7]. =3 o] &2 S. intermedius7}
b5 Fyt ¥ sy o] 21, S. anginosuse 9T
T 27NN el s Bl dttn
SATHS]. A A S. millerigh 77 & F 2] 2 o & Q174 ¥ A

3 A THs]

Group G beta-hemolytic streptocogil S. dysgalactiae
subspecies equisimilis, S. milleri, S. canis¢} S. intestinalis7}
At Woo 59| Hirel st 667 o] Skt dlof A +
2] 3+ Group G beta-hemolytic streptocoekil6S ribosomal
RNA ¥4 & E3to] 25 S, dysgalactiae subspecies
equisimilise] A TH9]. & A ol A &= 31 ] Shxjol| A 2]
3 Group G beta-hemolytic streptocoéei = & S.
dysgalactiae subspeciesquisimilise] 1t} 12}, 2 A+

a2 o
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Table 3. Underlying disorders of patients according to the species
Strain No. Sex/age Underlying disorder
S. constellatus SVI-15 F/59 Pancreatic cancer
S. equisimilis SVI-12 M/13 Aplastic anemia
SVI-18 M/65 Gastric cancer
SVI-27 M/66 Pharyngitis
S. gordonii SVI-1 M/60 Hepatocellular carcinoma
SVI-21 Fr77 Rheumatic mitral valve disease
S. luteciae SVI-11 M/a7 Liver cirrhosis
S. mitis SVI-2 M/41 Hepatocellular carcinoma
S. oralis SVI-3 M/38 Renal cell carcinoma
SVI-6 F/45 Mitral regurgitation
SVI-19 M/31 Malignant lymphoma
SVI-28 F/68 Multiple myeloma
SVI-29 F/68 Intestinal obstruction
S. pasteuri SVI-14 M/48 Liver cirrhosis
SVI-22 F/58 Ventricular septal defect
SVI-24 M/62 Liver cirrhosis
S. salivarius SVI-4 M/57 Klatskini s tumor
SVI-10 M/4 Acute biphenotypic leukemia
SVI-13 Fl42 Acute lymphocytic leukemia
SVI-17 F/3 Neuroblastoma
SVI-20 M/7 Acute lymphocytic leukemia
SVI-26 M/49 Liver cirrhosis
S. sanguis SVI-5 FI27 Infective endocarditis
SVI-7 M/12 Subacute bacterial endocaditis
SVI-8 F/68 Infective endocarditis
SVI-25 F/51 Aortic regurgitation
oA} R Asfof & A} Table Bl A ¢ 7o) superoxide 1 =2 3}x] T3, A-&5E sodA,o] DNA g7]14d&
dismutasef A x} £ A o] 29 3o, S. dysgalactiae BASE= AL @A A
subspeciesquisimilis 4] &3 25 S. pyogenes<} 7+ o] B AJE Eslo] #83E SAlo A B H SVGe 74
57 ke Folth o] #FEE e 2gPAAE L T B4 £ AQon, A g B4
=310 Group GH= AL &9ty ). o| ] = S. sanguis”7} ©o] #-2] = ar, et T g g A}l A
Table 2| A ¢} Zo], 52 Q1 W ol A58} 7] 7] o + S. salivarius7} @o] 2] H At} o] = 7] A 2 kol whet
40}0# s 7Ur7}°37l 1%“%*—,% & Aot AA TESE 4 o7& SVG| #Fol th& T &2 AAlIsH
2t7] "o, A5AQ W oly AE3} 71718 AHE m, ko @ A A%} SVG FE QA st W
ato] SVGE 4 gaH| 57& PE AL ¢ deEvte A e 2] st A7t FhE ol of & Ao m APzttt
£ 2 ATE B3] LA FATh AE 3 71712 AHget
Hebe FWo] B8 A|x eobd SVGR Hishe 797t 2 o
B okth ARk W AH AP o A SVGE 7 &a) 1 43871
9 3le] Ruoff So] #|ek3t AEA ] ubH L A A]s)7] 2 Hf & : Streptococcus viridans group (SV&)7% 42l
78l E7bestt10]. webA] g &gk 5ol B3] & o] 715k, 3ok vl 2 7)o AAjstE AlxtolH, Al
THA g FFAAME Y ol T kA il SVGE A AWt gh21e] 30-40%1 4 EelEe F2 99
Hauste Aol gtstrta Azttt d A7t SVGe wolth. 28 SVGE H&atA 8 + e AAHA
Ted & Aste] 7 & whgk WY 2 superoxide  Ag]o] JWTE X o4 3t7] W el &S AHE SHA]
dismutases- A 2-(sodA;,)2] DNA &7 g B Mojn 2, 23 9Tt H 2 Poyart5o] superoxide dismutasé-
TEdeol Bag Afole A4 e 54t ‘A 2H(sodAint)e] DNA 471X d 2 o] &3t SVGE &%
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H} : Poyart5-2] {1 o EE}E} PCRS 9] 3} primer
z2= Dl (5 -CCI TAY ICI TAY GAY GCI YTI GAR CC-
3 )3} D2 (5 -ARR TAR TAI GCR TGY TCC CAIl ACR
TC-3 )& A&-319l 21, 480-bp=7] 2] PCRAHE S A%
t}. MicroSpin S-400 HR Columf 2 &=<=+-2] 3l PCR A}
&S ABI-PRISM 3700 Sequence analyZero]-8-3}o] &
71 Ee EAATH A7 GRS 91e primer2 =
D13} D2& A&3+ ul = NCBIlo| A A 3 3=
BLAST =210 2 *o‘%*é ol 7} T2 dAVIAE S
obd &1 & FH A

Z  of: Equj oA H g 23] o] wo] B
B2} F 269 9o 7o tiste] superoxide dismutasg-d

A A7 AE S BEA3 A7) S. salivarius 65, S. oralis 55,
S. sanguis 4=, S. pasteuri 35, S. equisimilis 35, S.
gordonii 25} —12] 11 S. constellatus, S. luteciae, S. mitis7}
2} 7y 1A o 2 gl E Q. S. salivariuse} S. sanguis+
W &shA 7 E 9l e, S. equisimiliss S. pyogenes<} 7+
Wa] ool gk AEH Yo YA AREL
G7NNG BAA e st A A ekA Pkt
AT Aol o4 =)= 79 4% 4 . sanguis7h
225?111, S. gordonii, S. oralis, S. pasteuriZ} z+z} g1 =
ANA FEHAT A E T3 4F A 1Y F
6™ o] A S. salivarius7} £ % 3, 49 o A S. oralis7}

2 E:EAdTE Fotd #EF AN £8d
SVGe] wF& A EstA setd 5 e, Al A
Weked $hatol A& S, sanguis7t Bol B2l H 9l aL, ot E

'PX}Oﬂ A& S. salivarius7} Zo] B2 59t} o] = 714
o e} #EEL o) SVGY FEo| UE 4
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