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Carbapenem-Resistant Acinetobacter baumannii
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Clinical isolates of Acinetobacter spp. in Korea ex-
hibit higher antimicrobial resistance rates than in for-
eign countries and frequently show multi-drug resis-
tance. Approximately 67% (272/405) of Acinetobacter
baumannii isolates collected from 19 hospitals in
Korea in 2008 exhibited intermediate susceptibility or
resistance to imipenem and/or meropenem. The most
important mechanisms in acquiring carbapenem re-
sistance in A. baumannii in Korea are production of
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OXA-23 and overproduction of OXA-51, while that in
non-baumannii Acinetobacter is the production of
metallo- 8 -lactamases. All the carbapenem-resistant
A. baumannii isolates were identified as clonal com-
plex 92 and belonged to worldwide clone 2. (Korean
J Clin Microbiol 2012;15:1-8)
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Table 1. Acinetobacter species

Nomenspecies Genomospecies Reference strain
A. calcoaceticus 1 ATCC 23055
A, baumannii 2 ATCC 19606

Not named 3 ATCC 19004
A. haemolyticus 4 ATCC 17906
A. junii 5 ATCC 17908

Not named 6 ATCC 17979
A. johnsonii 7 ATCC 17909
A. Iwoffii 8/9 ATCC 15309/ATCC 9957
A. berezinae 10 ATCC 17924

Not named 11 ATCC 11171
A. radioresistens 12 1AM 13186

Not named 13TU ATCC 17903

Not named 13BJ, 14TU ATCC 17905

Not named 14BJ CCUG 14816

Not named 15BJ SEIP 23.78

Not named 15TU M 151a

Not named 16 ATCC 17988

Not named 17 SEIP Ac87.314
A. baylyi DSM 14961
A. bouvetii DSM 14964
A. gerneri DSM 14967
A. grimontii DSM 14968
A. parvus NIPH 384
A. schindleri NIPH 1034
A. tandoii DSM 14970
A. tjernbergiae DSM 14971
A. towneri DSM 14962
A. ursingii NIPH 137

The bolds indicate A. calcoaceticus-A. baumannii complex species.
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Fig. 1. Trend of antimicrobial resistance of Acinetobacter baumannii
clinical isolates.

Abbreviations: PIP, piperacillin; CAZ, ceftazidime; FEP, cefepime;
AN, amikacin; SXT, trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole; LFX, levofloxa-
cin; IPM, imipenem.
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Fig. 2. Acinetobacter spp. clinical iso-
late resistant to carbapenems in the
world.
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losporin WA Acinetobacteroll &g+ 749359 AWxgAZ A
Sx]o] gkl Z < carbapenem WAS 253t Acinetobacter”t
A AAF R A= AL Qlo] vl A3 PR Zhpy
AT, o] carbapenem WAl Acinetobacter THE-5-0] thE #|
o] AL SAll WS Ad AT A7 B
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7] wj&o]t}. Carbapenem WA A. baumanniioll 2J3F ZrqE2
A el 93k ZhedSell nlsle] AEd W g7
= A F7HTIE Ao E s s

AZ7HA A AR o2 B8 Acinetobacter?] carbapenem
WA EE Fig. 20l IABACE FT9 20l 913k 298], £=
7, aElZ, B, olzetel, Syl wvleelzt, el o
2l oA Eel¥l 759 carbapenem WA ES 50%
oo & ull-§- 24| Hksle], vl BlAlok, B-7-5 9] carbape-
10% wwre g opF] U2 Zlow Huwlglch

A2 52 20084 A= 670 A ] 197 W dollA] Wl <F
074 FAls A4¥e 7 sORE FAstel
Acinetobacter?] carbapenem WAlES ZAIATHIL. T4
F2 OO poB $AAY 9IIAY FAYLT FES 5
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A=), o] F 388F(71%)= A. baumannii.H, YA
T Acinetobacter genomospecies 13TU (n=82), Acineto-
bacter genomospecies 3 (n=62), Acinetobacter berezinae (n=13)
9 Acinetobacter genomospecies 14TU (n=2)% EAE Y}t
(Table 2). CLSI B]&3 A © Z carbapenem 74412 A4
skt FEol kel A g carbapenem WA E 2ol & KA+
G, A. baumannii 3885 % 272570%)7} imipenem -2 mer-
openemel] Z7F =& Al Qe ¥ksted non-baumannii Acineto-
bacter (NBA) -2 o] 5 & Aol Aol gie). & At
© THER] 4. baumannii®] carbapenem WA Eo| NBAel H]
A A a3, e ARG EAHA A
WHe o] &3t Acinetobacter FH S 40| HogFE Hof
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Table 2. Antimicrobial susceptibilities and Acinetobacter baumannii groups according to substitution in zone 2 of the rpoB gene sequence

Imipenem (breakpoint, mm)

Meropenem (breakpoint, mm)

. No. of
Species .
isolates R (£13) I (14-15) S (=16) R (<13) 1 (14-15) S (=16)
A. baumannii 388 221 23 144 270 2 116
Acinetobacter genomosp. 13TU 82 2 2 78 4 0 78
Acinetobacter genomosp. 3 62 8 0 54 8 0 54
A. bereziniae 13 0 0 13 0 0 13
Acinetobacter genomosp. 14TU 2 0 0 2 0 0 2
Total 547 231 25 291 282 2 263

eNDM N }'
OXA carbapenemase
KPC

Fig. 3. Worldwide dissemination of
carbapenemase in Acinetobacter spp.
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OMP)9] W3} penicillin 23t =F(penicllin-binding protein,
PBP)®] #3t% 22 whwk Wo], i H Z(efflux pump)®] Z+
=y 5 843 7|1AE carbapenem WA &Sl 7]ofsl=
Ao g dHA ). Acinetobacter’} AAS= carbapenemase 2
+ class D9 OXA carbapenemase$} class B metallo- 8
-lactamase (MBL)7} 7}4- &sla £ Q8lchFig. 3). 2T class
A2] KPC-10 carbapenemases AAs= 4. baumannii7} 2
B 3= vH10]. Acinetobacter spp.ollAl 7Z5=]= OXA carba-
penemase+= OXA-23, OXA-24, OXA-58 B OXA-519] 471 &
2 group o & Uit} ol OXA-1430] HepAdlA] £e]
= A baumanniiol A E2]1=9 oM, sHA] group o Z 7T 9]
cH11].

1) OXA-23 group: OXA-232 %2 7123 OXA carbape-
nemase = 4]0l ARI-12.2 HH = glchr} 3ol 0XA-23
o7 M= ACH12]. OXA-23 F42H= A WA Aol
plasmidel] X3k ZloZ B =gl o} Aol X3k
735 AR 13]. A7FEEA AE A OXA-27
3} SrollA] %S WHE OXA-49 (Genbank accession no.
AY288523)%= OXA-23% 3 5 groupo & EF=ch
[14]. OXA-23 234 A. baumannii®] 732 A AlA o3
A Fol|lA %Yo A baumannii7} carbapenem WA
2 9Sehe by 28 Ao Y

2) OXA-24 group: OXA-24, OXA-25, OXA-26, OXA-40 &
07 FAEY, A baumannii® GAA o]E 49 &
A7 sl A2 G 3tk OXA-249} OXA-25F
2791, OXA-26 #7004 Hel= 4. baumanniiol Al
HEF M 14]. OXA-40S ZekrollA] XS HEH e
o, 25|93} 257 o] HAE AT A bau-
mannii7t BAHE Ao 2 B aE]del15]. Il A ol
ob#] Haw|A] okgk

3) OXA-51 group: OXA-51 group A= A F7HA] Bl
5.5 A baumannii®] 38R0l EANEL7] wlitel] o] FE-2]
Aol Ag¥Itt OXA-51, -64, -65, -66, -68, -69, -70,
71, -78, -79, -80, -82 5©] o] groupell &3k} 5]. OXA-51
9] carbapenem H3llo-> uf-$- w|ekslodAl, insertion se-
quence ISAbale] OXA-51 group -4AAFS] Aol $1x]s}
A 952 73F o] A= carbapenem ZHEAol| d3kE 7
o] mX|A] o=t} 16]. L} 1S4balo] Aol YX|sh=
73-%- ©] insertion sequence= OXA-51 group 71}l pro-
moter sequencesS 5751, OXA-512] &k A& F
gkt kA OXA-519] w2kt carbapenem H-3llG Wit
ol o] S0l A baumannii Tl ek carbapenem]
MICE 3ul] Ant Z7ksle Aoz dezich

4) OXA-58: OXA-582 Za}ollA B2lH A baumanniioll Al

AL AEEgon, o] E4&E WA= 4. baumanniis= 2=

#H_Ql, ©17], Fubdo}, of=23lElnL}, FHolE, a2 5 Al
Al S5ellA] ZAEE]AeH17]. OXA-589] F-4Ak= plasmid
ofl YxJslar QoA #F b 744 o] 7hsgtel, Fub
Yool s ollA BelX Acinetobacter juniidl A o] ZA7}
2= 0 [18,19], FZoll= FllollA E2]E 4. calcoa-
ceticusl|A] o] FAA7}E ZAEE Ak

Acinetobacter7} A343sl-= MBLZ+ IMP, VIM, SIM % NDM
o] gJom, SPM 32 GIM MBL2 AAS= Acinetobacter spp.
< oF Xl w} glch IMP-1, -2, 4, -5, -6, -11 & 67F4] IMP
3] MBLO| Acinetobacter spp.ollAl 742=]9).2m[20], T HollA]
= IMP-1S AAs= Acinetobacter7} Rl ul doi21].
VIM-2 9A] IMPE MBLZ} fARE BEE HolFt) SIM-1
MBLO]| Acinetobacter spp.oll4 7% o= 3]sl A AAA
oz fElveelAnt ZEEdck22]. < NDM-1 53
NDM-2 MBL-S A6+ Acinetobacter’} 5, Bol=g|7}, <l
5 9 F2olA] A%EATH23]. Acinetobacteroll A 7%H IMP,
VIM % SIM¥ MBL +42-= plasmidel] 911614, class 1 in-
tegronol] thE A WAL} A A7 cassette S EIE
ZA3ke}

A. baumannii® OMPe]] thgt AR = o2 A|gtA o]} 2002
W Limansky 5 carbapenemses AA3FA &= 4. bau-
mannii B°¢ TFF7}F 29-KDa2] OMP(Zoll CarOZ %)<
AAE carbapenemol] i3t WS H53He FHEACH24].
o2 allElt}olld CarO A7} insertion sequence?] 4+<loll 2]
3 A3 5|31, o] 2 Qlslo] carbapenem WAl-S 253k 4.
baumannii7} B-31%] 9 EH25]. CarO 2]oll% oJ2] OMP7} carba-
penem WAl HHE Zlo g Huw ek 2uQlof| A= 22- 9
33-kDa OMP7} OXA-24 A3A 4. baumannii®] carbapenem
Aol dzte] vk 3zt Agleh26]. B3k 33-36-kDa2] g
WolL} Pseudomonas aeruginosa®] OprD$} -AFSE 43-kDa2]
whllo] 4. baumannii®] carbapenem WA 250l A= K
35 J9ITH27,28].

A. baumannii= TFFA| WA ol JHAE o}t efflux pumps
AU 9rH29]. ©] 5 resistance-nodulation-division (RND)
family2] AdeABC pump+ 4. baumannii®] carbapenem U4 oll
Adge] F& Aor Ay, 22 OXA-58% sk ¢
FFollA] AdeABC pump?} carbapenem WA AEE S9c= 1
T7F 919deH30]. tHE RND family®] pump$} wpd7A =2
AdeABC pumpt i) A|ZE=} 223} whullol AdeA, i) oF<fA] -2HE
ekl AdeB 9l iii) OMPQl AdeCe] Al|71A] whlo g A%
t}. AdeABCE] AR GAAJol &b, AdeS (sensor kin-
ase)2} AdeR (response regulator)ol] &J3] A%+ Aoz A7t
=31

2008 A= 1970 WAl A8 A baumannii 4055 T

67% (27257)7} imipenem -2 meropenemel] &7+ -2 WAl o]
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H9]. Carbapenem B4 A, baumannii 2725F % 169F
(62%)= OXA-235 AAsIlom, 8935(33%)+= 1SAbalo]
blaoxa-sy TAAF el AFd=lo] OXA-515 HFAeh= T
FAIAL, 14F(5%)E F 7HA 71 Sl A FEIch
MBL-& ABAs= 4. baumanniic 7ESA &9kt 22 7|7
T7% NBA 1645 5 1255(7%)7} imipenem $-2 meropenem
ol]l &7+ =2 Ado]git} Carbapenem B4 NBA 5 105+
(83%)7} MBL< A34315ldl, 655 IMP-1, 45 VIM-2E
AAsEATL. Acinetobacter genomospecies 3 15571 OXA-23&
AAEE A5 Ale]sle: NBAZF OXA carbapenemaseS AJAls}
£ dle AEEA gghrtk 3k 20079 A 1271 HlolA 5
A5 imipenem BIZA Acinetobacter 19075 o2 3t
WAIZIA A E B s 9deh32]. o] T 1785492%)7} A. bau-
manniiGET, 1433(75%)E OXA-23S Asls, 2F
(12%)= OXA-51% HFABPs= d530 + 74 713+
BF Z39e 75 15 AEHACk A5 3 wlolA] £
25 125(7%)E OXA-1439] A 2% variantd] OXA-1825 A
Aslo] golx|odtt MBLS A. baumannii 25+(1%)$F NBA 12
ZF100%)ollA HEE P ow, IMP-1 95, VIM-3 45 3] SIM-1
159k 7 A A= S22k 4. baumannii7} carbape-
nem W3S g 53sh= F2 715 0] 0XA-23 A4 &2 OXA-51
FFA 0 whsle] NBAS] 2 7142 MBL A4S 24l
o

& 4 gle.

® WW 1 (European clone I)
WW 2 (European clone 1) VI
WW 3 (European clone Ill) V4
WW 4

® WW5

® WW 6
WW 7
WW 8

H Others

Carbapenem LH& A baumannii®| s}

Carbapenem WA A. baumannii®] A AAR G 4
clone®] $AFoll 71915HE AL FeHek. SRHIAE A 7
A clonee] -A|s}elaL stod pan-European clonal complex I, 11
9l III (EUL EUIl ¥ EUINE W= 9cl Higgins 5 ©l&
EU clone £Joll= A AAZ Q] EXE Hol|& cloneo] F71&E
ek 3199.2™, worldwide clone (WW)elgl H s} cH33].
Diversilab system (bioMérieux, Grenoble, France)] 7 3}e]] w}

B35 WWI1-WW82] 8714 cloneo] AAAA S X5 W
ot} &9 o v(Fig. 4), WW1, WW2 B WW3+= EUI, EUII g
EUIICl st} 8714 clone & 714 W EEE Hol:e
clone WW2 (&, EUI)°|t}. Mugnier 5= 4. baumanii®|
carbapenem WA 5ol 7bd F23F 714Q] blaoxan T2
9] wkal> EUN EUIE cloned EH4tel] 71913kt sl3ick
[34].

Multi-locus sequence typing (MLST)+= 4. baumannii2] clone
3 AR v & g F23 Feloleh F b W
o] A=y 9 +=H, Bartual 53519 W} Diancourt 5{36]
o] WhHolt}. Bartual 52 WS gltd, gyrB, gdhB, recA,
cpn60, gpi 3 rpoD2] 77N housekeeping FAALS] EA 9] 37]
Adg A3l 7k F4219 allelic typed}t #5+9] sequence
type (ST)S &elslm, PubMLST (http:/pubmlst.org)®] data-
bases A-&3to] EAgtl Diancourt 52 ¥ cpn60, fusA,
gltA, pyrG, recA, rpIB 3 rpoB2] 770 housekeeping F+31A}2]

Fig. 4. Distribution of variety clones
in carbapenemase producing Acineto-
bacter baumannii.



6 Korean J Clin Microbiol 2012;15(1):1-8

Table 3. Carbapenem susceptibility patterns according to ST in Acinetobacter baumannii isolated from Korea

Allelic type No. (%) of Carbapenem-resistance determinant
ST .NO' of carbapenem-
gltd  gyrB  gdhB recA cpn60 gpi  rpoD isolates susceptible isolates  blaoxa2s  1SAbal-blaoxss; Both
CC92 ST92 1 3 3 2 2 7 3 183 24 (13) 76 69 14
ST75 1 3 3 2 2 11 3 65 1) 57 7 0
ST138 1 3 3 2 2 50 3 40 2 (5 36 2 0
ST137 1 3 3 2 2 12 3 3 0 (0) 0 3 0
ST69 1 46 3 2 2 58 3 8 0 (0) 0 8 0
Subtotal 299 27 (9) 169 89 14
Non-CC92 106 106 (100) 0 0 0
Total 405 133 (33) 169 89 14
2] A7 BAsto] 7 84 allelic typest ] #3028

STE #elsbH, Pasteur (http://www.pasteur.fi/recherche/geno-
pole/PF8/mlst/)2] databaseE Ah&slo] E-Agkcl. WW1 (EUI)
clone-> Diancourt 59 ¥l w2 MLSTOIA ST1 (1-1-1-
1-5-1-1), ST7 (1-1-1-2-5-1-1), ST8 (1-1-1-1-1-1-1) & =4
Hch Bartual G2 Wiel] 93k ST Eaw|7] ¢kghct. ww2
(EU2) clone Diancourt 5] ¥WHell whE MLSTeA] ST2
(2-2-2-22-2-2), Bartual 9] Woll JellAE ST92 (1-3-3-
2-2-7-3) 32 ST929] 1 32 2 locus variantq] ST4 (1-12-3-
2-2-7-3), ST75 (1-3-3-2-2-11-3), ST88 (1-3-3-2-2-10-3), ST90
(1-3-3-2-2-62-3), ST118 (1-3-3-2-2-3-3) o= SAEH, o]&
S 5o clonal complex 92 (CC92)2} F-2c}. Fuoll4]
2008%3 197N Wbl A SAE 4. baumannii 4055 = 2995
(74%)= CC92¢l sl o YA 1067+ CC20l| E3tA]
ESkth(Table 3). Tu|FAIE CCR20l &3l= TFF 299F
2725491%)7} carbapenemel] 7 22 WAl Hkslo] CCo2
ofl £3lA] ¢h= 1065+ E= carbapenemol] 74 o]t 9
Ade $2lvebe] carbapenem WA A, baumannii TR
OXA-23 AA 22 OXA-51 F=HA8A C€Co29] WW2 (EUI)
clone®] 4t 7]Q15k5 A A

2 o

Carbapenem WA A. baumannii®] A A AAFoZ A

ZheE FAP7E =3 ek FllellAl 9] o] & WAAITS] Sk

A AAZ ] WW2 (EUI) clone®] Az} mhg- 7o) s1= 7o

2 AL A baumannii®] WA A3 WA 714 = clone?
W3k o] Fol 28 Wio] Lagk Aoz A4

ZAe 2
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