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Background: Through change in the climate and liv-
ing environment, bacterial pathogens that cause diar-
rhea also change. This study sought to determine
the characteristics of pathogens according to spe-
cies, isolated region, and patient age/sex using Nati-
onal Surveillance Data for diarrhea, and to provide
basic data for the prevention of diarrheal disease.
Methods: From January to December 2012, stool
specimens were collected from 21,180 diarrheal pa-
tients in Korea to identify the pathogenic bacteria
involved. Pathogenic bacteria were analyzed accord-
ing to isolated region and patient age/sex. Identifica-
tion and analysis of the pathogens were conducted
based on the Guidelines of the National Institute of
Health Diagnostic Laboratory: Disease-specific proto-
col (2005).

Results: Among the 21,180 stool specimens, patho-
genic bacteria known to cause diarrhea were isolated
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from 2,444 stool specimens (11.5%). The isolation
rate was highest in the summer (from June to Septe-
mber) for most pathogenic bacteria, except Escherichia
coli, Staphylococcus aureus, and Clostridium perfrin-
gens. The isolation rate of pathogenic bacteria based
on patient age was highest in children under the age
of 10.

Conclusion: Hygiene education should be addressed
in diarrheal disease-susceptible groups, such as chil-
dren under 10, people in their 50s, and those greater
than 70 years old, and ongoing monitoring for patho-
gens is needed. In addition, an efficient information
system and surveillance program should be continued
for infection prevention. (Ann Clin Microbiol 2013;16:
174-181)
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
1L AA R oy 2F

A5 170 Al A A3k 106702] <ol
ofsto] 2012415 3 2l et B A3 A&
ol A AA 3bRke] ZHAAIE ez Azhy ok
gl APl A9 7S olgete] Alde el S ¥
I RIS A ARA AR AR E sl i
e AAE ridehe 72 AlTA HAA 1071 $(genus) >
X Salmonella spp., pathogenic Escherichia coli (enterohemor-
rhagic E. coli; EHEC, enterotoxigenic E. coli; ETEC, enter-
opathogenic E. coli; EPEC, enteroinvasive E. coli; EIEC, enter-
oaggregative E. coli; EAEC), Campylobacter spp., Vibrio para-
haemolyticus; V. parahaemolyticus, Shigella spp., Clostridium
perfringens, Staphylococcus aureus, Bacilllus cereus, Listeria

monocytogenes, Yersinia enterocoliticas W22 33}

spp.2} Shigella spp.2] 7% 7AXE MacConkey B A]of] uljoFet
s, QA== ABHS tryptic soy agar (TSA)l| Altisle] #gt
Z2HS API 20E kit (bioMerieux, Marcy I'Etoile, France)& ©]-&
o] Salmonella spp. Y= Shigella spp. & EV31Ac). Salmonella
0 A BAo] ShaR ¥, 02 HYel Bt 24
WHS-S Bl WAA Helelgleno), Shigella spps OF

H7hA] #elslic). Pathogenic E. coli- PCR7|H O &2
EHEC<= stxl, stx2, ETECE It, sth, stp, EPECE eaed, bfpA,
EIECE ipaH, 183 EAECE aggR WA A gelst
ek V. parahaemolyticus®] w15 S13iAE ZAE thio-
sulfate citrate bile salts sucrose (TCBS) Hl|A]of] uljo}gl 2 TSAo|
Alsto] 212k Z2H8- API 20E kit (bioMerieux) & ©]-&3lo] 5
Attt Campylobacter spp.2] 73%- &AAA7} 71E mCCDA
(modified Charcoal Cefoperazone Deoxycholate Agar) HlZ]ol|
AEsto] v|ZINA ZA(5% 0,, 10% CO,, 85% Np) S Z 42°C
o] 4] 48A|7F uljokdl & API CAMPY kit (bioMerieux)E ©]-&
sto] A3kt 54 B WHOeNA AA3E PCR7IH = &3l 4t
AEEE FAE 39k C perfringense tryptose sulfite cy-

closerine (TSC) izl wljFslo] 37°CollA] 24417k Q7|27 02
et vk, HEHQ1 Aehe AEfslod API 20A kit (bioMerieux)
9} PCR7ZIH & o] &slo] AsterE o2 C perfringens©l™ cpa
&} cpe B cpa®t pb2 FAATL FAH FFE HF 83
et S, aureus®] 73-F-, mannitol salt agar (MSA)ol] 37°CollA]
244178 weksk vk A ek A ste] TSACN Alculgst
%, API Staph kit (bioMerieux)& o]-&slo] FAslct 545
Tl el A4 A4S 1] $sle] PCRe o] &3}
o] sea, seb, sec, see FRAAZEY] Hf oJFE FQlslo], g 7l
ol de] fAAL #RlY FFE 2F SN B cerewst
mannitol egg yolk polymyxin (MYP) vljR]el] Es}o] 37°Col|
A 24417k WO ¥ EURE S 2 B S el
o] TSAol AlHe ¥, API 50 CHB kit (bioMerieux)& o|-&3}
o] A3t o FAsIIc FAH o WdAde IRl
$sle] PCRE 1719 FEZA(cer)9t 5708 A-JA(hbIC,
beeT, nheA, entFM, cyK) FAAE Eelsto] & 7l o] 9] &
AAE 7V FF2 FHE A}l L monocytogenes= 7
A5 Oxford A&uiz|of] FEslo] 37°Col|A] 24A17F wljgslo]
e RAekg Adsto] API Listeria kit (bioMerieux)E ©|-&
st FABIF} Y. enterocoliticar= 73A1E Cefsulodin Iragasan
Novobiocin (CIN)ll 30°C, 18-24A|7F wijokslt & 457 A
o Mg wo] ROt Fa Feke AMste] Tsad]
AlthuieFgt 3, API 20E kit (bioMerieux)E ©]-&3tod 2% &
Aehelet

20129 FHAAAL P AAALE Eol AFHoE
% 2118079] AR S Bl IS dlges 4
A Az, AV B SR A Aa) Al
11.5%%] 2444712 2 Salmonella spp. 41571(17%), A x| %A
AR 30.1%2 XA E. coli 7507A(EPEC 64.5%, EAEC
16.8%, ETEC 13.3%, EHEC 4.9%, EIEC 0.4%), V. parahaemo-
Iticus 2371(0.9%), Shigella spp. 971(0.4%), Campylobacter
spp. 14171(5.8%), C. perfiingens 9771(4.0%), S. aureus 83271
(34.0%), B. cereus 17371(7.1%), L. monocytogenes 171(0.04%),
Y. enterocolitica 371(0.12%)°] E-el=|ic}. gk 7AA A3} <
SHAtol| A G FHdE A5 13771(0.65%)01 3t &, A3
Holl 25 & ¢ e AFS Ao, vholt 2 5 2
Al tige] ohd WAZL 21 75 A3t AbellA] Alels
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elgol 9k, 10914 ASsglon], 37 282 sUo
25.9%E 7 =& Be|8-S HYvt HAAHE E = Sulmonella
spp.o BHE719] AJEF} Zoll lidEE 683} 9ol EelEol
HFE3= AYS Bk S, Enteritidis®t S. Typhimurium-2
1080 S7HeisLan, Tk 9] eelgol Sk A
Aoz apdrlel okt BAR el Helsle AgE vt
A7)0l AFH o2 WAIsH Pathogenic E. colzt 129714
AdH oz Belsiglen], HEAA UAEHETECS 249
Al UIAHEPEC), A=38A dIAH(EHEC), 183 AF2HA
WAHEAEC)?] 7% 3147191 7-990)| T2 Hal=:= AEA
S Hyo) AxPoeg odF x] Aoz Haxl= 73S 1
Atk V. parahaemolyticus= 84, 980l F7lslo] 119 &
27} =192, Shigella spp.< oﬂ% AhbE o 2 971 ukAlslel
t}. Campylobacter spp.= A% Eelzl= s Ko 3-8
Hol] F& Fe]=rKTable 1).

201295 gAY E F3w 27} 5] Al ojgt
2l &2 C perfringens, S. aureus, B. cereust 1% L2A| &

e e B

ol Wy NZol 2aig

o

w

oAz WA AlFe Bl gL 0-9419] oflolel sorellA
22 2 A3 YUK Table 2). 213 2 ol2lololl4]

o & A gole] Kool o4 22 4ot A
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eus$} Pathogenic E. coli-,:- 1011] o5l ofzlo] AT FollA] =
& B o, Salmonella spp.8t B. cereus A 104
ofste] ofzlo] Qe 2 Heles B
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F el FAGA Anbger Felge] E3rh S
Typhimuriume A58} QA HFollA o] Hel=ar, S.
Enteritidist= AlF2F A 28|31 372 o)A go] Ze|=d
t}. E3], AFA AL S. Enteritidisoll 2J3F whajo] wro}
Salmonella spp.2] H2lgo] AtH¥eg &9k} 7]‘:4 Salmo-
nella T2 29752 552%%5 AAsh, 1A, 35, i 2
2|3 AFA ol 4] o] Fel= ek ETEC Fl&2 133%%
73k, FFAGelA ol TElE e, 53] A=
ETEC H&]¢] AEs4te] 9Joirt. EPECE 3¢9} thA, 18]
I A GellA] Bl = vk AAAHAA S 5.8%F

Table 1. Monthly isolation rate of bacterial pathogens isolated in Korea, 2012

Pathogens Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Sum
Salmonella
Enteritidis 12 6 2 18 10 13 15 15 22 13 8 3 137
Typhimurium 3 0 0 8 3 7 7 1 7 7 2 4 49
Others 16 6 6 15 19 21 29 27 42 26 15 7 229
Total 31 12 8 41 32 41 51 43 71 46 25 14 415
E. coli
EHEC 3 1 1 1 0 4 14 5 2 4 2 0 37
ETEC 1 2 3 0 6 9 22 24 20 5 1 7 100
EAEC 1 2 5 8 4 3 16 23 26 10 18 10 126
EPEC 21 13 16 20 25 52 81 73 73 54 33 23 484
EIEC 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 3
Total 26 18 25 29 35 69 133 125 121 74 55 40 750
Vibrio parahaemolyticus 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 11 8 2 1 0 23
Shigella spp. 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 0 2 3 0 9
Campylobacter spp. 10 9 14 8 13 26 27 19 6 0 3 6 141
Clostridium perfringens 9 8 11 13 12 11 11 2 4 3 4 9 97
Staphylococcus aureus 67 67 74 92 73 60 71 48 65 63 60 92 832
Bacillus cereus 6 3 16 26 9 14 23 18 21 16 12 9 173
Listeria monocytogens 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Yersinia enterocolitica 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 3
No. of isolation 151 117 149 209 175 221 319 267 297 206 163 170 2,444
No. of specimens 2244 1,634 1,778 2,131 1,579 1,541 2,065 1,681 1,904 1,534 1,585 1,504 21,180
Isolation rate (%) 6.7 72 8.4 9.8 11.1 14.3 154 15.9 15.6 134 10.3 11.3 11.5

Abbreviations: EHEC, Enterohaemorrhagei E. coli; ETEC, Enterotoxigenic E.coli; EAEC, Enteroaggregative E.coli; EPEC, Enteropathogenic E.

coli; EIEC, Enteroinvasive E. coli.
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Table 2. Distribution of reported cases of pathogens by sex and age in Korea, 2012

Vibrio

No i Sl P Sy P C P a5 s £
=244 415)  @=750)  (n=9) o(fly f’zcg‘)s (m=141)  (@=o7) 782 @7 T (n=3)
Sex
Male 1,135 151 370 5 9 60 43 414 81 1 1
(46.4) (133) (32.6) (0.4) 0.8) (5.3) (3.8) (35.5) (7.1 0.1) (0.1)
Female 959 134 278 4 13 66 43 342 78 0 1
(39.2) (14.0) (29.0) (0.4) (14) (6.9) @.5) (35.7) (8.1) (0) (0.1)
Unknown 350 130 102 0 1 15 11 76 14 0 1
(14.3) (37.1) 29.1) ©) 0.3) 7)) 3.1) 1.7) (4.0) (0) (0.3)
Age
0-9 1,262 180 358 3 0 52 25 535 107 1 1
(51.6) (14.3) (28.4) (02) ) @.1) 2.0) (42.4) (8.5) 0.1) (0.1)
10-19 136 2 41 1 1 24 9 28 10 0 0
(5.6) (162) (30.1) (0.7) 0.7) (17.6) (6.6) (20.6) (74) (0) ©)
20-29 63 6 14 2 3 18 2 13 5 0 0
2.6) 9.5) (22.2) (32) 4.8) (28.6) (32) (20.6) (7.9) () ©)
30-39 75 9 33 0 5 8 5 15 0 0 0
G.1) (12.0) (44.0) ©) 6.7) (10.7) 6.7) (20.0) ©) (0) ©)
40-49 92 15 38 0 1 4 2 29 3 0 0
(3.8) (16.3) 41.3) 0) (1.1) 43) 22) (31.5) (33) 0) 0)
50-59 183 17 78 1 8 8 9 49 12 0 1
(1.5) 9.3) (42.6) (0.5) @4 @4 4.9) (26.8) (6.6) (0) (0.5)
60-69 111 20 33 0 1 7 10 28 12 0
4.5) (18.0) (29.7) ©) 0.9) (6.3) (9.0) 252)  (10.8) (0) )
Over 70 163 13 45 2 3 5 25 61 9 0 0
6.7) (8.0) (27.6) (12) (1.8) G.1) (153) (374) (5.5) (0) ©)
Unknown 359 133 110 0 1 15 10 74 15 0 1
(14.7) (37.0) (30.6) ©) 0.3) “2) 2.8) (20.6) @2) (0) (0.3)

XA 8l= Campylobacter spp.© UA, BFFA Aol 4 o] i
=9} V. parahaemolyticus e 7393 AEA Aol F2 He]
e, Shigella spp.= 3 7, L8] AlFEA| A
2 Bel=dcek C perfiingense 82 A&, 1|3 13A

< A B, aela A
Adel|A F2 Eel=9om, B cereust FE U9 94, 1
o3 A elA HelEigieh. 2A ALBLA FoA 14
AL v &-E& AAS= L monocytogenes] 7% QA 17
Bel=|lom, V. enterocolitical] 73-F ARz} B3 A7AA
oflA 7zt 1714 Fel= Sck(Table 3).
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DISCUSSION

i HA FTHAE Hela Qle AR A AlAA
o2 Fagh B4 vhgo] )3 gleh10) AlER Ao 2l
S &ZF E coli 0157, Salmonella spp., Shigella spp., Vibrio
cholera, Vibrio parahaemolyticus, Campylobacter spp., Staphy-

Of

lococcus aureus, Yersinia enterocolitica, Listeria monocytogenes
5ol Fa3k WAAle|tH11-13].
ol edellA 201244% FHAIAS A= 201129 F4

A 1,3387], HAE 3.46%E vl wli[14], ¥4 FxIret
FAEol sl SIS ol 20081 =HE 201 1A%}
A 9] 2R A oA = ZAINA WAAIZ} Salmonella spp., patho-
genic E. coli, Shigella spp., V. parahaemolyticus, Campylobacter
spp. & AT 5E= ez slglot, AT 105< o=
g 20129 %0l AW AANF S, aureuset - frofell o]
njgko 2= Zhedo] 7hs gt AAET]l EPECY] elE SVt
2 Qe Ao er WA ATl AEEe] o] uliieltt.

T3} pathogenic E. coli®] 735 20121 % o] A oll== EHECS}
ETECHHS ZHAI Y WA 2 317 o 20121 2ell=
94 i+ EPEC, EAEC, EIECE E3slo] & 5502 74
e HAAE Siste] Eeldgrt AR 2011 d el
v]&l] 20121 Sol] Z7}V3}Ac). EHECS ETECHHS E3H3E 2011
A% B4 gl 49 1487 FelE9l o), 20124 Kol
= 5%9] pathogenic E. colie HAES  JA =97] wliitell
75071 A& 5 UL, el o) Zel ATt ST vEk
Hett.

AR 35S Bwekal FEshAl Hasal gl Sal-
monella spp.<= S. Typhioll4] S. EnteritidisZ f-§o] ¥W3}s}a
Fedl[15], ol FAIAY AIFE S, Enteritidis®] 2]Eol
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Table 3. Regional distribution of pathogens isolated in Korea, 2012

Salmonella Escherichia coli
Region Enteritidis ~ Typhimurium  Others EHEC ETEC EAEC EPEC EIEC
No (%) No (%) No (%) No (%) No (%) No (%) No (%) No (%)
Seoul 2 (1.5) 0 (0) 4 (1.7) 127 3 (3.0 11 (8.7) 29 (6.0) 0 (0)
Busan 9 (6.6) 4 (82) 16 (7.0) 0 (0) 5 (5.0) 17 (13.5) 16 (3.3) 0 (0)
Daegu 14 (10.2) 3 (6.1) 26 (11.4) 8 (21.6) 4 (4.0) 0 (0) 56 (11.6) 0 (0)
Incheon 9 (6.6) 7 (14.3) 46 (20.1) 0 (0) 5 (5.0) 15 (11.9) 40 (8.3) 1 (33.3)
Gwangju 17 (12.4) 4 (82) 37 (162) 9 (24.3) 9 (9.0) 32 (25.4) 93 (19.2) 0 (0)
Dagjeon 17 (12.4) 7 (14.3) 19 (8.3) 7 (18.9) 5 (5.0) 0 (0) 93 (19.2) 0 (0)
Ulsan 0 (0) 2 @1 3(1.3) 2 (5.4) 1 (1.0) 12 (9.5) 13 2.7) 1 (33.3)
Gyeonggi 0 (0) 2 (4.1 522 0 (0) 6 (6.0) 324 31 (64) 1 (33.3)
Gangwon 4 (29 2 (4.1 522 127 0 (0) 4 (32) 3 (0.6) 0 (0)
Chungnam 4 (2.9) 0 (0) 3 (1.3) 2 (5.4) 4 (4.0) 13 (10.3) 29 (6.0) 0 (0)
Chungbuk 1 (0.7) 0 (0) 2 (0.9) 0 (0) 5 (5.0) 1 (0.3) 8 (1.7) 0 (0)
Jeonnam 5 (3.6) 3 (6.1) 6 (2.6) 3 8.1 4 (4.0) 2 (1.6) 13 2.7) 0 (0)
Jeonbuk 1 (0.7) 2 (4.1 10 (4.4) 2 (54) 7 (7.0) 0 (0) 23 (4.8) 0 (0)
Gyeongnam 7 (5.1 1 (2.0) 11 (4.8) 2 (5.4) 42 (42.0) 16 (12.7) 31 (6.4) 0 (0)
Gyeongbuk 11 (8.0) 2 (4.1) 10 (4.4) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 2 (0.4) 0 (0)
Jeju 36 (26.3) 10 (20.4) 26 (11.4) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (0.2) 0 (0)
Total 137 (100) 49 (100) 229 (100) 37 (100) 100 (100) 126 (100) 484 (100) 3 (100)
. Vibrio. Campylo C. L. monocy Y. enter
Region Shﬁzll?o/s)p P: Parahaemolyticus bacter spp. perfringenes SNju(l;jl;s Bﬁoce(l;il)ls togenes ocolitica
o No (%) No (%) No (%) o o No (%) No (%)
Seoul 0 (0) 1 (43) 9 (6.4) 2 (2.1 64 (7.7) 6 (3.5) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Busan 0 (0) 0 (0) 4 (2.8 4 4.1 33 (4.0 1 (0.6) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Daegu 0 (0) 0 (0) 6 (4.3) 7 (7.2) 73 (8.8) 44 (25.4) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Incheon 1 (11.1) 1 4.3) 40 (28.4) 12 (12.4) 209 (25.1) 27 (15.6) 1 (100) 1 (33.3)
Gwangju 2 (22.2) 0 (0) 31 (22.0) 4 (4.1) 171 (20.6) 27 (15.6) 0 (0) 1 (33.3)
Dagjeon 0 (0) 0 (0) 7 (5.0) 1 (1.0) 40 (4.8) 529 0 (0) 0 (0)
Ulsan 0 (0) 1 (43) 9 (6.4) 11 (11.3) 19 (2.3) 1 (0.6) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Gyeonggi 0 (0) 1 (43) 1 (0.7) 2 2.1 22 (2.6) 6 (3.5) 0 (0) 1 (33.3)
Gangwon 0 (0) 0 (0) 2 (14) 0 (0) 10 (1.2) 3 (1.7 0 (0) 0 (0)
Chungnam 1 (11.1) 3 (13.0) 5 (3.5 24 (24.7) 23 (2.8) 10 (5.8) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Chungbuk 0 (0) 1 (4.3) 32D 1 (1.0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Jeonnam 1 (11.1) 2 (87) 1 (0.7) 7 (1.2) 100 (12.0) 12 (6.9) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Jeonbuk 0 (0) 4 (17.4) 10 (7.1) 16 (16.5) 35 (4.2) 24 (13.9) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Gyeongnam 2 (22.2) 8 (34.3) 5 (3.5 4 4.1 30 (3.6) 4 (23) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Gyeongbuk 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (0.6) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Jeju 2 (222) 1 (4.3) 8 (5.7) 2 (2.1 3 (04) 2 (L.2) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Total 9 (100) 23 (100) 141 (100) 97 (100) 832 (100) 173 (100) 1 (100) 3 (100)

Abbreviations: Chungnam, Chungcheongnam-do; Chungbuk, Chungcheongbuk-do; Jeonnam, Jeollanam-do; Jeonbuk, Jeonllabuk-do; Gyeongnam,

Gyeongsangnam-do; Gyeongbuk, Gyeongsangbuk-do.

33%% W2 Salmonella spp. S8l &X ot Sov) AW, ol
Salmonella spp.2] 22l &2 FA 36%S}t oA 32%=E G244
AL, 104] olate] AP T43%)ellA £ EelEs Hie
tl] o] ZotollA AlE 9l x| HH A 7)Ao vl Ake] A
Aol ulst AejollA] Lol o3t Azl el 71357}
52 2glef] o7t Aelgk= Hazt lrHle].

M Egd=ellA] AAbAgke 2 QI3E Abdddle] 10%E 2+
A&}={17] Shigella spp.= 2 S. sonneioll &8k 7o 2 Rk
WA E 7h Ffe]ellA] Baw] s 9h=dI[18], g olvt Q1S
A ol 2 vebellAe S flexnerioll 213k 7Hd 2 s

S. sonneioll I3k 7L Zvlsl= £7AT Ax|gie) b oW
ZAAI A3 9719 BelH Shigella spp. S. flexneri 471, S.
sonnei 271, S. boydii 27, S. dysenteriae 17102 F531A] £
25 733 Bk

oS5 EA AWHehe Felveiel QB SANA Fogt
AAASE] Aol e g de] SR V. parahaemolyticuse 3N
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