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ACM achievements in 2024 and future
directions

Hae-Sun Chung
Department of Laboratory Medicine, Ewha Womans University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

The year 2024 marked a notable milestone for the Annals of Clinical Microbiology (Ann Clin Microbiol,
ACM) with a transition to an English-language journal and taking the first steps toward becoming an
internationally recognized academic publication. ACM achieved remarkable progress in strengthening its
academic value and global presence throughout this transformative year.

The major accomplishments of 2024 included the successful publication of two highly specialized and
impactful Special Issues: “Current Epidemiology and Diagnostics of Parasitic Infections in Korea” and

“Current Epidemiology and Laboratory Diagnosis of Fungal Infections in Korea.” These issues, which
were published between June and December, feature several insightful and valuable articles (Table 1),
comprehensively overviewing the latest trends, challenges, and advancements in clinical microbiology.
These Special Issues provide essential references for researchers, clinicians, and laboratory professionals
by compiling expert perspectives and cutting-edge research. Their publication strengthened the academic
reputation of ACM and substantially contributed to the advancement of clinical microbiology through
fostering knowledge exchange and promoting research collaboration. We extend our sincere gratitude to
the Special Issue Editors Prof. Eun Jeong Won and Prof. Jayoung Kim for their dedicated efforts in curating
these collections and to all contributing authors for their insights and scholarly contributions. Encouraged
by this success, we plan to continue this initiative in 2025 with a special issue dedicated to mycobacteria to
provide an equally rich and impactful collection of research in this field.

The ACM journal website and submission system were comprehensively overviewed in May 2024. The
redesigned website is more accessible, the archive has been enhanced, and the interface is now more user-
friendly, allowing researchers to easily navigate ACM articles. We aim to further refine search functionality
and optimize ACM visibility in search engines such as Google Scholar in the future. These initiatives are
expected to considerably increase exposure and citation count of ACM articles. Additionally, we upgraded
the submission and peer review process via adopting a globally recognized editorial manager system,
aligning the ACM editorial workflow with international standards.

Another key development in the evolution of ACM was the full implementation of the Online First system,
which ensures that accepted articles are published online ahead of their scheduled issue release. Regular
ACM issues are published in March, June, September, and December of each year. Approved articles are
available earlier with this initiative, allowing authors to gain visibility and citations sooner while providing
readers with timely access to new research. We plan to expand the real-time online publication system in the
near future.
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A major goal of ACM in 2024 was to be indexed in PubMed Central (PMC) [1]. We rigorously refined
our journal policies, editorial quality, and publication process to meet international standards. ACM received
a “PMC Application Deferred”” notice in January 2025 despite these efforts: we were not rejected; however,
our application review has been postponed for one year, with reassessment scheduled for January 2026.
Specifically, the National Library of Medicine (NLM) noted that a high proportion of articles were authored
by editors and/or editorial board members. In addition, NLM noted editors and/or editorial board members
were inconsistent in disclosing their editorial positions when coauthoring articles. In response, ACM plans
to take proactive steps to address these concerns by significantly broadening the diversity of contributing
authors. We will actively encourage submissions from a wider range of researchers, including those from
different institutions and international backgrounds, to ensure a more balanced and inclusive representation
in ACM publications. Additionally, our primary focus will be on attracting high-quality submissions from a
broader author base while refining editorial policies and restructuring the editorial board. Over 2025, we will
address the areas identified as requiring improvement, increase the quality and volume of our publications,
and work toward successful resubmission.

The year 2024 was a turning point for ACM that was marked by both challenges and notable achievements.
Although some areas require improvement, we are proud of our progress thus far. These accomplishments
are the result of the collective efforts of our editorial board, authors, and reviewers, whose contributions
have been instrumental in increasing the academic standing of ACM. In 2025, we will remain committed

to enhancing journal impact and reputation, ensuring that ACM continues the journey toward becoming an

international academic publication.

Table 1. Articles published in Special Issues of Annals of Clinical Microbiology in 2024.

Corresponding author Title Publication information
Special Issue on Current Epidemiology and Diagnostics of Parasitic Infections in Korea
Eun Jeong Won Challenging diagnosis of parasitic infection and practical guidance to clinical microbiology laboratories 27(2):39-40.
in Korea
Bong-Kwang Jung Intestinal helminth infections among health examinees: 10-year (2011-2020) nationwide observations in 27(2):41-48.
Korea
‘Woon-Mok Sohn Practical guide for the diagnosis of helminth ova in stools 27(2):49-67.
Sun Huh Molecular diagnosis of parasitic diseases in Korea 27(2):69-79.
Min-Ho Choi Serological diagnosis of tissue-invading parasites in Korea 27(2):81-91.
Jong-Yil Chai Anisakidosis in humans and animals and detection of anisakid larvae in fish and cephalopods in Korea: 27(2):93-130.
a literature review (1971-2022)
Eun Jeong Won Can Acanthamoeba keratitis be properly diagnosed without culture in the real-world clinical 27(2):149-153.
microbiology laboratory?: a case report
Eun-Taek Han Malaria diagnostics: from traditional techniques to cutting-edge solutions 27(3):155-170.
Special Issue on Current Epidemiology and Laboratory Diagnosis of Fungal Infections in Korea
Jayoung Kim Fungal infections: rising threats, diagnostic challenges, and the path forward for clinical microbiology 27(4):217-219.
laboratories
Jayoung Kim Fungal identification based on the polyphasic approach: a clinical practice guideline 27(4):221-230.
Jong Hee Shin Candida and candidemia in Korea 27(4):231-244.
Eun Jeong Won Current nonculture-based diagnosis of candidemia 27(4):245-255.
Myeong Hee Kim Current epidemiology and implication for microbiological diagnosis of cryptococcal infections in Korea 27(4):257-265.
Young Bok Lee Prevalence, clinical features, and diagnostic methods of dermatophyte skin infection in Korea 28(1):1
(Published on 30 Dec 2024)
Eun Ha Lee Composition, developmental patterns, and pathological associations of the human gut mycobiome 28(1):2
(Published on 30 Dec 2024)
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